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REMARKS 

Claims 1 0-1 7 and 1 9-37 remain pending in the application. 
The text of the application is amended to correct a recently discovered minor 
typographical error. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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David G. Latwesen, Ph.D. 
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In the Specification 

The replacement specification paragraphs incorporate the following amendments. 

FAX RECEIVED 

Underlines indicate insertions and strik e out s indicate deletions. 

FEB 1 7 2003 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 

The paragraph beginning on line 21 of page 9 is amended as follows: 



An exemplary thermal treatment procedure for treating a target and backing plate 
which comprise aluminum is as follows. Initially, an assembly comprising a target joined 
against a backing plate is heated to a temperature of from about 280°C to about 400°C 
(preferably form about 300°C to about 350°C, and more preferably from about 300°C to 
about 344°C) and maintained at such temperature for a time of from 1 5 to 30 minutes. The 
assembly is then transferred to a forge which is also maintained at a temperature of from 
about 280°C to about 400°C, The forge is utilized to compress target 50 and backing plate 
60 together to a tomporaturo pressure of from about 1 0,000 psi to about 1 6,000 psi. After 
compressing the target and backing plate, the assembly is transferred back to the furnace 
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having a temperature of from about 280°C to about 400°C, and maintained at such 
temperature for an additional time of from about 10 minutes to about 30 minutes. 

In the Claims 

No changes are made to the claims. 
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